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CHAP. IV.
OF   COMPOUND   COMBUSTIBLES.

J.HE compound combustibles are almost all composed
of carbon and hydrogen, or of carbon, hydrogen, and
oxygen. They are a very numerous class of bodies^
comprehending the greater number of animal and ve-
getable substances^ and of the products obtained from
Hurt&er of these substances. But the present state of chemistry
compound                                 .                                             .
combusti-     does not  permit us to take  the term in that compre^
s*           hensive sense :  The investigation of vegetable and ani-
mal bodies is too incomplete ; their properties are toe
imperfectly known to allow us to introduce them into
the first principles of the science; and the utility of the
greater number of them as chemical instruments is too
inconsiderable to warrant any such introduction, even
if their properties were completely investigated. For
these reasons, it will be proper to treat in this Chapter
of those compound combustibles only which are em-,
ployed in chemistry as instruments of investigation, re-
serving the remainder for the Second Part of this Work*
These may be reduced under five classes ; namely,
1.  Alcohol                4. Fixed oils
2.  Ether                   5. Bitumens
3.  Volatile oils
The properties of these bodies form the subject
"following Sections,